
bers that the Department 

would be soliciting up to $50 

thousand from Massachusetts 

businesses.  This week will 

be huge for the League in the 

State and our local detach-

ment as well.  Plymouth De-

tachment will undoubtedly 

get a chance to step up and 

show the Department what a 

motivated group we are.   

By: John Murray 

The September meeting 

played host to new Depart-

ment Commandant Joe Sum-

mers.   

Summers reported that the 

national convention  ratified 

32 bylaw changes and chose 

Boise, ID for the 2011 con-

vention.   

Commandant Summers also 

reported that ñMarine Weekò 

was in fact coming to Boston  

May 3-9, 2010.  Marine 

Week is a huge event for all 

the detachments of the Ma-

rine Corps League in Massa-

chusetts.   

The Corps will be bringing 

virtually every piece of 

equipment in the current in-

ventory, including the V-22 

Osprey.   

The first Marine Week was 

held this year in Chicago and 

it was a raving success.  Ma-

rines old and new flood the 

city and do volunteer work, 

hold galas, receptions etc. 

Summers informed the mem-

Commandant Sampson put 

the call out to the detachment 

this month to help Army Sgt. 

Brian Fountaine.  Fountaine 

is a double amputee from the 

war in Iraq and needs our 

help.   

Fountaine had a house built 

for him by ñHouses for 

Troopsò and it has major 

structural defects that havenôt 

been addressed by the con-

tractor.  Sampson asked for 

any league member who have 

any trade skills or contacts to 

let him know.  One of the 

biggest problems is flooding 

of the basement, another is 

multiple doors that donôt 

open or close.   

Commandant Sampson has 

been asked to advocate for 

the family and try to resolve 

some issues with the contrac-

tor.   

Department Commandant 

Joe Summers 
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Anyone who knows about 

the new Styrofoam technol-

ogy foundations is asked to 

call Commandant Sampson.   

Shaune will be setting up a 

work party at some point, so 

if youôre interested give him 

a call. 

By: John Murray 

debate over how to juggle 

combat coverage with sen-

sitivity toward loved ones 

of the deceased. 

Lance Cpl. Joshua Bernard 

was struck by a rocket-

propelled grenade during an 

Aug. 14 Taliban ambush in 

 

A graphic photograph of a mor-

tally wounded Marine released 

for publication Thursday by The 

Associated Press ð over the ob-

jections of the family and the 

Pentagon ð has reignited the 

By William H. McMichael - Staff writer 

Posted : Friday Sep 4, 2009 18:07:21 EDT 
Afghanistan. He suffered 

severe leg wounds and died 

on a field hospitalôs operat-

ing table, according to AP. 

An AP photographerôs 

slightly blurred image cap-

tured Bernard lying on the 

ground, with two fellow 

Marines rushing to his aid. 

the White aviator style shirt 

to be in compliance with the 

new regulations.   

Department Commandant 

Joe Summers announced 

that the Khaki shirt is no 

longer a part of the MCL 

uniform.  Changes to the 

uniform were made at the 

National Convention and are 

effective immediately.   

Members who previously 

chose to wear the Khaki 

shirt should replace it with 

V e t e r a n s  i n  N e e d 
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The Marine 

khaki shirt is 

no longer a 

part of MCL 

uniforms. 

Donôt forget to do business 

with our sponsors 

L e a t h e r n e c k  T i m e s  

http://www.militarycity.com/valor/4240112.html
mailto:bmcmich@atpco.com?subject=Question%20from%20MarineCorpsTimes.com%20reader


Robert Gates to AP President Tho-

mas Curley asking him to reconsider 

and defer to the wishes of the fam-

ily, according to Pentagon spokes-

man Geoff Morrell. 

Gates, who has supported media 

access in the past, then sent a formal 

letter of protest to Curley. 

ñWhy your organization would pur-

posefully defy the familyôs wishes 

knowing full well that it will lead to 

yet more anguish is beyond me,ò 

Gates wrote. ñYour lack of compas-

sion and common sense in choosing 

to put this image of their maimed 

and stricken child on the front page 

of multiple American newspapers is 

appalling.ò 

Curley told Gates he would revisit 

the decision with his editorial team; 

he later told Morrell that the AP had 

decided not to withdraw the photo. 

In a statement dated Sept. 4, Colford 

said the AP ultimately decided that 

in the context of the full story pack-

age, ñit was importantò to release 

the images. 

The Military Times newspapers 

were involved in a similar incident 

in 2003. A photo taken in the weeks 

after the invasion of Iraq showed 

soldiers carrying a wounded com-

rade, who later died. 

The Army disembedded several 

Army Times staff members at the 

time, but it was ordered days later to 

reinstate them by Defense Depart-

ment public affairs. 

for Marine bumper stickers or 

flags flying in front of a 

house.  Drop a card on the 

windshield or introduce your-

self as a member of the 

League. 

We have plenty of cards, letôs 

use them up! 

 

The Adjutant/Paymaster will 

be sending out the revised 

member roster this week.  

The post has quite a few new 

members so be sure to say 

hello and make them feel 

welcome. 

Recruiting Tip:  Always have 

some business cards in your 

wallet and be on the lookout 
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His face is recognizable, and he 

appears to have lost his legs. 

The AP released the photo as part of 

a larger story package on Bernardôs 

death after what it called ñlong de-

liberations.ò AP had placed a one-

day embargo on the photoôs release 

to give media outlets time to con-

sider whether to publish the graphic 

image. And it had called Bernardôs 

family before moving the photo to 

its member publications, AP spokes-

man Paul Colford said. 

The photoôs release prompted a tele-

phone call from Defense Secretary 

http://militarytimes.com/static/projects/pages/090409_secdef_curley_letter.pdf
http://militarytimes.com/static/projects/pages/090409_secdef_curley_letter.pdf


The Plymouth Detachment is always 

looking for additional members and 

we welcome Women Marines as 

well. 

October 23rd, 2009:  Save the Date 

for our fall fundraiser at the Legion 

Post #40. 

November 9th: Marine Birthday 

Luncheon @ Boston Convention 

Center. 

If you would like to submit an article 

of your own or advertise in the news-

letter contact Adj/Paymaster John 

Murray. 

Marine Corps League Plymouth Detachment 

14 Surrey Drive 

Carver, MA 02330 

Phone:508-930-5537 

E-mail: jarheadjohn1@gmail.com 

The Marine Corps League of Plymouth is a 

fraternal organization open to current of 

former Marines or FMF Corpsmen.  The 

MCL keeps the spirit of the Corps alive 

through camaraderie and veterans outreach 

efforts.   

For more information about the League 

contact: Commandant Shaune Sampson 

508-746-4702 
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